Several methods are available for the quantitation of steroid receptors in the cytosol of breast tumours. The dextran-coated charcoal method developed by McGuire and DeLaGarzal serves as a useful technique not only for the quantitation of the receptor sites but also for estimating the affinity of the receptors for the steroid. Detection and quantitation of the oestradiol binding 8S and 4S components by sucrose-density gradient centrifugation2 provides an alternate method. Dextran-coated charcoal and sucrose-density gradient methods have been compared for their relative merits by several groups of investigators. 3 The use of immobilised antibodies4 has been introduced as a new method for the quantitation of the steroid receptors. Our laboratory employs the dextran-coated charcoal assay for routine detection, quantitation, and affinity estimation of the oestradiol receptors in human breast tumours. This paper describes the results of a series of receptor studies in which we have compared the results of immobilised antisteroid antibody assay with those of dextrancoated charcoal assay and evaluated the merits of the former as a routine clinical test procedure.
Material and methods
Aftei surgical excision the tumours were kept on ice, trimmed of fat, and transported to the laboratory on dry ice. The specimens were stored in liquid nitrogen Received for publication 8 Table IA) , we could detect no significant difference between the two methods in the ability to estimate non-specific binding components in the presence of excess of DES. Both in the dextran-coated charcoal method and in the antibody-Sepharose method, the oestradiols bound to non-specific proteins (low affinity, high capacity) are left in the supernatant.
In conclusion, while the antisteroid antibody assay yields results comparable to the dextran-coated charcoal technique, it does not provide any apparent advantages over the dextran-coated charcoal method. 
